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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



listing of Claims : 



v 1. (Currently amended) A method of enabling remote conferencing between 
conference participants 

via at least one conferencing form containing information relating to a remote 
conferencing session and including coded data indicative of an identity of the conferencing 
form and of at least one reference point of the conferencing form 

and via at least one recipient conferencing form remote from said at least one 
conferencing form and containing information representative of at least one parameter 
relating to the conferencing session and including recipient coded data indicative of the 
identity of the recipient conferencing form and of at least one reference point of the recipient 
conferencing form, the method including the steps of: 

receiving, in a computer system, indicating data from a sensing device operated by 
a conference participant involved in the conference session, said indicating data regarding 
the identity of the conferencing form and a position of the sensing device relative to the 
conferencing form, the sensing device, when placed in an operative position relative to the 
conferencing form, sensing at least some of the coded data and generating the indicating data 
using at least some of the sensed coded data; 

identifying in the computer system and from the indicating data, the at least one 
parameter relating to the conferencing session; and 

receiving, in the computer system, recipient indicating data from a recipient sensing 
device operated by another conference participant involved in the conference session, said 
recipient indicating data regarding the identity of the recipient conferencing form and a 
position of the recipient sensing device relative to the recipient conferencing form, the 
recipient sensing device^ when placed in an operative position relative to the recipient 
conferencing form, sensing at least some of the recipient coded data and generating the 
recipient indicating data using at least some of the sensed recipient coded dat a: and 

generating in the computer system a "tree" of versions of the conferencing form, 
wherein the indicating data is used to create a first version of the conferencing form and the 
recipient indicating data is used to create a second version of the conferencing form . 
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2. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which said at least one parameter relating to 
the conferencing session is associated with at least one zone of the conferencing form, and in 
which the method includes identifying, in the computer system and from the zone relative to 
which the sensing device is located, said at least one parameter. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 which includes 

receiving, in the computer system, data regarding movement of the sensing device 
relative to the conferencing form, the sensing device sensing its movement relative to the 
conferencing form, using at least some of the coded data; and 

identifying, in the computer system and from said movement being at least partially 
within said at least one zone, said at least one parameter of the conferencing session. 

4. (Currently amended) A method of enabling remote conferencing between 
conference participants 

via at least one conferencing form containing information relating to a remote 
conferencing session and including coded data indicative of at least one parameter of the 
remote conferencing session 

and via at least one recipient conferencing form remote from said conferencing 
form and containing information representative of the at least one parameter and including 
recipient coded data indicative of the identity of the recipient conferencing form and of at 
least one reference point of the recipient conferencing form, the method including the steps 
of: 

receiving, in a computer system, data from a sensing device operated by a first s aid 
conference participant regarding said at least one parameter and regarding movement of the 
sensing device relative to the conferencing form, the sensing device, when moved relative to 
the conferencing form, sensing at least some of the coded data and generating the data 
regarding said at least one parameter using at least some of the sensed coded data and 
generating the data regarding its own movement relative to the conferencing form; 

interpreting, in the computer system, said movement of the sensing device as it 
relates to said at least one parameter; af*d 

receiving, in the computer system, data from a recipient sensing device operated by 
a second another conference participant regarding said at least one parameter and regarding 
movement of the recipient sensing device relative to the recipient conferencing form, the 
recipient sensing device, when moved relative to the recipient conferencing form, sensing at 
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least some of the recipient coded data and generating the data regarding said at least one 
parameter using at least some of the sensed recipient coded data and generating the data 
regarding its own movement relative to the recipient conferencing form : and 

generating in the computer system a '"tree" of versions of the conferencing form, 
wherein the data from the sensing device operated by the first conference participant is used 
to create a first version of the conferencing form and the data from the recipient sensing 
device operated bv the second conference participant is used to create a second version of 
the conferencing form. 



5. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4, in which the parameter is an action 
parameter of the remote conferencing session, the method including effecting, in the 
computer system, an operation in respect of the action parameter. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, in which the action parameter of the remote 
conferencing session is selected from the group comprising: 

sending an invitation to a conference session; 

starting a conference session; 

ending a conference session; 

viewing the history of a conference session; 

sending a message to a participant during a conference session; 

viewing messages sent during a conference session; 

ordering the printing of a palette of available line styles and colors; 

ordering the printing of a whiteboard page; 

updating a whiteboard page; and 

ordering the reprinting of a new whiteboard page. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 in which the parameter is an option 
parameter of the remote conferencing session, the method including identifying, in the 
computer system, that the participant has entered a hand-drawn mark by means of a sensing 
device and effecting, in the computer system, an operation associated with the option 
parameter. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 7 in which the option parameter is associated with 

at least one of: 

an access level; 

a message recipient; 

a line style; and 

a line color. 



9. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 in which the parameter is a text 
parameter of the remote conferencing session, the method including identifying, in the 
computer system, that the participant has entered handwritten text data by means of the 
sensing device and effecting, in the computer system, an operation associated with the text 
parameter. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 which includes converting, in the computer 
system, the handwritten text data to computer text. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 9 in which the text parameter is associated with at 
least one of: 

a session description; 
a conference start date; 
a start time; 
an end time; 

a participant identification; 
a conference session purpose; 
a message subject description; and 
a message text. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 in which the parameter is an 
authorization parameter of the remote conferencing session, the method including 
identifying, in the computer system, that the participant has entered a handwritten signature 
by means of the sensing device and effecting, in the computer system, an operation 
associated with the authorization parameter. 
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13. (Original) The method of claim 12 which includes verifying, in the computer 
system, that the signature is that of the participant. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13 in which the authorization parameter is 
associated with updating a whiteboard page, " 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 in which the parameter is a graphical 
parameter of the remote conferencing session, the method including identifying, in the 
computer system, that the participant has entered hand-drawn graphical information by 
means of the sensing device and effecting, in the computer system, an operation associated 
with the graphical parameter. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15 in which the graphical parameter is associated 
with a markup to a whiteboard page. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 in which at least one of the one or 
more conferencing forms contains information relating to at least one of: 

booking a conference session; 
cancelling a conference session; 
controlling a conference session; 
selecting invitees to a conference session; 
inviting participants to a conference session; 
composing messages in a conference session; 
sending messages in a conference session; 
viewing messages in a conference session; 

printing a palette of available line styles and colors in a conference session; 

selecting a line style and color in a conference session; 

viewing the history of a conference session; 

printing whiteboard pages; 

updating whiteboard pages; 

reprinting whiteboard pages; 

pasting content to whiteboard pages; and 

ending a conference session. 



Appln No. 09/607,852 

Amdt Dated February 26, 2004 

Reply to Office action of January 13, 2004 9 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 wherein the conferencing 
form is printed on pape r which includ e s printing the confer e ncing form on demand . 

19. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 or 4 4S-which includes printing the 
conferencing form on a surface of a surface-defining means and, at the same time that the 
conferencing form is printed, printing the coded data on the surface. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19 which includes printing the coded data to be 
substantially invisible in the visible spectrum. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 which includes retaining a retrievable 
record of each conferencing form generated, the conferencing form being retrievable using 
its identity as contained in its coded data. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 which includes distributing a plurality 
of the conferencing forms using a mixture of multicast and pointcast communications 
protocols. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 in which the sensing device contains 
an identification means which imparts a unique identity to the sensing device and identifies 
it as being associated with a particular conference participant and in which the method 
includes monitoring, in the computer system, said identity. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 which includes providing all required 
information relating to the remote conferencing session on the at least one conferencing 
form, to eliminate the need for a separate display device. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 in which the conferencing form is 
provided on multiple pages and in which the method includes binding the pages. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 1 or claim 4 in which the conference participants 
are provided with telephone communication means for simultaneous use during the remote 
conferencing session. 
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y/21. (Currently Amended) A system for enabling remote conferencing between 
conference participants, the system including: 

at least one conferencing form containing information relating to a remote 
conferencing session and including coded data indicative of an identity of the conferencing 
form and of at least one reference point of the conferencing form; 

at least one recipient conferencing form remote from said conferencing form and 
containing information representative of the at least one parameter and including recipient 
coded data indicative of the identity of the recipient conferencing form and of at least one 
reference point of the recipient conferencing form: and 

a computer system for receiving indicating data from a first sensing device operated 
by a first conference participant and from a second sensing device operated by a second 
conference participant involved in the conference session; said indicating data regarding the 
identity of each respective fee-conferencing form and a position of each respective fee 
sensing device relative to each respective fee-conferencing form, the sensing devices, when 
placed in an operative position relative to the conferencing forms, sensing at least some of 
the coded data and generating the indicating data using at least some of the sensed coded 
data, said computer system including means for identifying, from the indicating data, at least 
one parameter relating to the conferencing sessio n, the computer system generating a "tree" 
of versions of the conferencing form, wherein the indicating data from the first sensing 
device is used to create a first version of the conferencing form and the recipient indicating 
data from the second sensing device is used to create a second version of the conferencing 
for m ; and 

at least on e recipi e nt conferencing form remot e from said confer e ncing form and 
containing information repr e s e ntative of the at least one param e ter and including recipient 
coded data indicative of the identity of th e r e cipient conf e r e ncing form and of at l e ast on e 
r e fer e nc e point of th e r e cipi e nt confer e ncing form . 

28. (Original) The system of claim 27 in which said at least one parameter relating to 
the conferencing session is associated with at least one zone of the conferencing form. 

29. (Currently amended) The system of claim 27 including the sensing d e vice , the 
sensing device sensing its movement relative to the conferencing form, using at least some 
of the coded data. 
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^30. (Currently amended) A system for enabling remote conferencing between 
conference participants, the system including: 

at least one conferencing form containing information relating to a remote 
conferencing session and including coded data indicative of at least one parameter of the 
remote conferencing session; 

at least one recipient conferencing form remote from the conferencing form and 
containing information representative of the at least one parameter and including recipient 
coded data indicative of the identity of the recipient conferencing form and of at least one 
reference point of the recipient conferencing form: and 

a computer system for receiving data from a first sensing device operated by a first 
the— conference participant and from a second sensing device operated by a second 
conference participant involved in the conference session, said data regarding movement of 
each respective fee-sensing device relative to each respective fee-conferencing form, and for 
interpreting said movement of each respective fee-sensing device as it relates to said at least 
one parameter, each respective fee-sensing device, when moved relative to each respective 
fee-conferencing form, sensing at least some of the sensed coded data and generating the 
data regarding said at least one parameter using at least some of the sensed coded data, and 
generating the data regarding its own movement relative to each respective fee-conferencing 
for m, and generating in the computer system a "tree" of versions of the conferencing form, 
wherein the data from the sensing device operated by the first conference participant is used 
to create a first version of the conferencing form and the data from the recipient sensing 
device operated by the second conference participant is used to create a second version of 
the conferencing formi -aad 

at least on e r e cipient conf e r e ncing form r e mote from the conferencing form and 
containing information representative of the at least one parameter and including recipient 
coded data indicative of the identity of the recipi e nt conferencing form and of at l e ast one 
reference point of the recipi e nt conferencing form . 

31. (Original) The system of claim 30 in which said at least one parameter relating to 
the conferencing session is associated with at least one zone of the conferencing form. 



32. 



(Original) The system of claim 30 including the sensing device. 
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33. (Original) The system of claim 27 or claim 30 in which said at least one parameter 
of the conference session is selected from the group comprising an action parameter of the 
conference session, an option parameter of the conference session, a text parameter of the 
conference session, an authorization parameter of the conference session, and a graphical 
parameter of the conference session. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 33 in which the action parameter of the conference 
session is selected from the group comprising: 

sending an invitation to a conference session; 

starting a conference session; 

ending a conference session; 

viewing the history of a conference session; 

sending a message to a participant during a conference session; 

viewing messages sent during a conference session; 

ordering the printing of a palette of available line styles and colors; 

ordering the printing of a new whiteboard page; 

updating a whiteboard page; and 

ordering the reprinting of a whiteboard page. 

35. (Original) The system of claim 33 in which the option parameter is associated with 
at least one of: 

an access level; 
a message recipient; 
a line style; and 
a line color. 



36. (Original) The system of claim 33 in which the text parameter is associated with at 
least one of: 

a session description; 

a conference start date; 

a start time; 

an end time; 
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a participant identification; 
a conference session purpose; 
a message subject description; and 
a message text. 



37. (Original) The system of claim 33 in which the authorization parameter is 
associated with updating a whiteboard page. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 33 in which the graphical parameter is associated 
with a markup to a whiteboard page. 

39. (Original) The system of claim 27 or claim 30 in which the sensing device includes 
a marking nib. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 29 or 30 in which the sensing device contains an 
identification means which imparts a unique identity to the sensing device and identifies it 
as being associated with a particular conference participant. 

41. (Currently amended) The system of claim 27 or claim 30 in which the conferencing 
form is printed on pape r a surface of a surfac e d e fining moons and in which th e system 
includes a printer for printing the confer e ncing form on th e surfac e on demand . 



42. (Currently amended) The system of claim 41 in which the printer prints the coded 
data on the paper surface at the same time as printing the conferencing form on the paper 
surface . 

43. (Original) The system of claim 27 or claim 30 in which the coded data is 
substantially invisible in the visible spectrum. 

44. (Original) The system of claim 27 which includes a database for keeping a 
retrievable record of each conferencing form generated, each conferencing form being 
retrievable by using its identity as included in its coded data. 
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45. (Original) The system of claim 41 in which, to cater for a conferencing form 
printed on multiple pages, the printer includes a binding means for binding the pages. 

46. (Original) The system of claim 27 or claim 30, including a telephone 
communication means for simultaneous use during the remote conferencing session. 



47. (New) The method of claim 1 or 4, wherein the "tree" of versions branches when the 
first version of the conferencing form is modifed after the second version of the 
conferencing form is created. 

48. (New) The system of claim 27 or 30, wherein the "tree" of versions branches when 
the first version of the conferencing form is modifed after the second version of the 
conferencing form is created. 



49. (New) The method of claim 47, wherein each version in the "tree" of versions 
records the date and time the version was created, the conference participant who made 
markups on the version, and contents of the markups. 

50. (New) The system of claim 48, wherein each version in the "tree" of versions 
records the date and time the version was created, the conference participant who made 
markups on the version, and contents of the markups. 

51 . (New) The method of claim 47, wherein the "tree" of versions is printed on a 
conferencing form using thumbnail images. 



52. (New) The system of claim 48, wherein the "tree" of versions is printed on a 
conferencing form usingjhumbnail-images; " " 



